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FROM : Leung Fung Ling, Pinky 974

Before | made this trip, | did not give much thought to it. My idea was simply to go with the flow and
treat it as part of my holiday, of course, with the hope of showing care and kindness to the students of
the two nominated schools. Never did | imagine that this trip would actually make me start looking at
life from a very different perspective, mainly to treasure what we have and help what we can.

What impressed me most was the spirit to contentment of the students we met, especially those
living in remote country areas with very limited resources and facilities. During our home visits, we were
welcomed warmly by the families with candid conversations exchanged between our group members
and them. From the modern city life, | entered into another world — a world blended with nature.

| also experienced a “no-boundary” relationship with most of the students which was outside my
expectations. Being a stranger to the students, | did not expect much from them. However, their
warmth and friendliness melted my heart. From their hugs and cuddles, | could feel their respect and
appreciation towards us.

| was honoured to have an opportunity in delivering a short talk to the students. Knowing that some
of them will soon face a very important examination, | chose the topic of how to prepare for this
examination mentally. To sum up my talk, | wrote a short poem. As the poem was written in English, | was
unsure of how the students would react to it. Nevertheless, their enthusiastic reactions settled my
uncertainty and reinforced the importance of getting to know them and showing our care and
concern towards their well-being and study performance. | would like to include the poem in this article
and hope that it might already have made an impact on the students. The poem reads “Exam is
stressed; It makes me no rest; But | will try my best; To be on top of the rest”. The students also showed
their enthusiasm in the games organized by Paggie and Tenny, of which | have to say, | thoroughly
enjoyed and made me laugh a lot.

To look back, this trip brought me both fulfillment and enjoyment. My fulfillment came from the
personal experience of meeting the students and touring around the schools. My enjoyment came
from the happy atmosphere created by the group members as some of them were very funny.
Furthermore, we had two good organizers — Iris and Winnie and a humorous “tour-guide” Stephen. The
long bus trip seemed to go fast with Stephen’s lovely singing.

The night before we ended this trip, | wrote a goodbye poem with the intention of sharing this
poem with the students the next day if the opportunity came. However, this did not happen.
Therefore | would like to include my goodbye poem in this article, perhaps one day | could read it out
to the students. The poem reads “We are not angels; We are not stars; We are common people to bring
you a big start; Remember our laugh; Remember our jokes; But most important of all, Remember our
hope”.

6 May, 2011,
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